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Ms. Desmarais    
Sixth Grade Science Expectations
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Welcome to 6th grade! The following information will introduce you to the expectations and guidelines of the classroom. All students will have a safe, fun and productive learning environment if the appropriate guidelines are read, understood and followed.  This document must signed and returned to Ms. Desmarais. Please note some practices may be modified at this time due to
COVID-19.
Course Description

The content of 6th Grade Science will be a study of the plants and animals that make up the living part of our Earth.  We will study how these organisms interact with each other within their environment and how their systems function.  It will include how scientists gather and interpret evidence that Earth is continually changing. The course will encompass aspects of Biology, Geology and Chemistry. Seventh grade is a crucial year of study because it prepares the student for the 7th. 
The 6th grade science course will be accomplished through cooperative group work, discussion, laboratory investigation, projects, lectures and homework.  Students will use the tools of a scientist to investigate these topics by applying the Scientific Method.  They will fine tune skills in observing and recording test results on data tables, graphing results and formulating conclusions based on their findings.  At the completion of this course students should:
· be more aware of the variety of plants and animals, their inter-relationships and their unique environments.

· develop problem solving skills.
· work together effectively in a laboratory setting.
· successfully complete lab reports using the required Regents lab format.
· improve their note taking and listening skills.
Preparation for Class
Each student will come to class each day with the following:

· Required classroom materials.

· An attitude, which is conducive to learning.

Homework

Homework is usually assigned three nights a week. Homework will be posted in class and on my webpage (Desmarais180@weebly.com). It is important to reinforce what we have learned in class, complete what we have started, or to prepare for a future lesson.  Assignments may be collected, graded, reviewed in class, etc. - by whatever method and it will be checked.  No late homework will be accepted (students need to see their teacher if extenuating circumstances exist).

Classroom Behavior
· Students should be prepared at their assigned seat when the bell rings and should be working on the "Kick start".  These assignments will be collected and graded periodically or may be counted as a quiz.

· Since promptness is an admirable quality, each of us will be in class on time.  Lateness to class is recorded and disciplinary action will be taken when necessary.

· Students should be respectful and demonstrate a positive attitude.

· Students should follow directions the first time they are given and stay on task.

· Students should adhere to the rules in the classroom and student handbook.

Absences

· It is the student's responsibility to make up any work including class notes, worksheets, homework, quizzes, unit exams and labs because of absence from class.

· Students are expected to keep their notebooks up-to-date by obtaining any materials given while they were out of class.

· Band/Orchestra etc. students who have missed class for lessons are responsible for all work they miss and should report to class prior to their lesson so attendance may be recorded and assignments given.

· If a student is absent from the school a missed assessment must be made up after school or during recess.  
· It is the student's responsibility to pick up missed work, assignments, exams etc.
Class Participation

Asking questions, engaging is classroom discussions, copying notes, completing assignments, participating in cooperative learning groups and being respectful are attributes of a participating student.  It is expected that each student make every effort to participate.

Grading Systems-Quarterly grades are computed from the combination of: 
· Exams/Quizzes/Projects/Labs (65%)
· Homework Assignments          (15%)

· Class Participation                   (20%)

Exams will always be announced.  However, pop quizzes may be given at any time without notification.  Tests and quizzes may include multiple choice, true/false, short answer, labeling diagrams, drawing graphs and essay questions. All work must be shown for full credit. 

Projects may be done partially in class, but additional work will be required outside of school. The due date will be announced and the assignment will be collected in class on the day it is due. If the project or lab is not printed and submitted on time, the final grade earned will be penalized per day that the assignment is not submitted.

Homework assignments and announcements may be accessed by the following website at http://desmarais180.weebly.com .  If you need to contact me please feel free to call the school or
e-mail me at edesmarais@schools.nyc.gov.
Classroom Materials

The following materials are required and will be brought to class every day. These items are to be replenished as needed and are due in class ASAP.
· 1 composition notebook
· 1 plastic folder with pockets 
· 2 pens, 2 sharpened pencils with erasers and a pencil sharpener every day
· 1 pack of glue sticks, 1 box of tissues, 2 boxes of antibacterial wipes, hand sanitizer, and face mask
These guidelines will help prepare you for an exciting and educational year. Please take this information home and share it with your parents/guardians. When you are finished, please have your parent/guardian fill out and sign the portion below and return to Ms. Desmarais by next school day. This will count as a homework grade.  I wish you a successful year and a great beginning in the 7th grade.
Sincerely,
Ms. Desmarais,
7th Grade Science Teacher
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Student Name: ___________________________________________________Class: _________

Parent/Guardian Contact #1
 Name:_________________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________________
Cell Phone: _____________________________Work Phone: ______________________________

Email address: ___________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Contact #2
 Name:_________________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________________
Cell Phone: ____________________________Work Phone: _______________________________

Email address: ____________________________________________________________________

CONCERNS or HEALTH ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED 
________________________________________________________________________________
I have read, discussed and understand all expectations in Ms. Desmarais classroom:

Parent/Guardian Signature:________________________________________________________

Student Signature:_______________________________________________________________
****THIS WILL COUNT AS A HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT****
